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News Literacy Week aims to help
Nevadans spot misinformation

Jeffrey Meehan
Reno Gazette Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

National News Literacy Week runs
Feb. 2-6 in Northern Nevada, with free
screenings, discussions and other
public events.

The observance is part of the seventh
annual event, presented nationally by
the News Literacy Project along with
The EW. Scripps Co. and USA TODAY
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Network, which includes the Reno
Gazette Journal.

The nationwide event is focused on
helping people better judge the
credibility of news and information.

In Northern Nevada, events are being
coordinated by the News Literate
Community Initiative, a newly formed
nonprofit focused on news literacy.

Citing what he described as a
fractured media landscape, Steve
Mulvenon, a member of the initiative’s

steering committee, said studies have
pointed toward an all-time low for trust
in the media, with higher trust in local
over legacy media.

“What we had observed is that
average citizens are just having a hard
time differentiating fact from fiction
and honest news from opinion. And
recently, with AI, it's become
increasingly difficult to figure out what

See NEWS LITERACY WEEK, Page 2A
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News Literacy Week
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to believe,” he said.

A free screening of the documentary “Trust Me,
which explores media trust and misinformation, will
be held Tuesday, Feb. 3, at the Mathewson-IGT
Knowledge Center, at the Wells Fargo Auditorium,
University of Nevada, Reno. Additional events
include a wait-listed film screening and panel
discussion at PBS Reno and a public webinar on how
residents can become trained community
ambassadors for news literacy.

Throughout the week, KUNR will air tips on
identifying misinformation and evaluating sources.

News Literacy Week events
open to the public, Feb. 2-6

Here’s how Northern Nevadans can get involved
during News Literacy Week:

News Literate Community Pledge: Residents can
sign the News Literate Community Pledge at
nlcwashoe.org/pledge to show support fo1
responsible news consumption and medis
awareness. The pledge is free and open throughout
the week.

Free documentary screening: “Trust Me”:
University Libraries at the University of Nevada,
Reno will host a free screening of “Trust Me,” an
award-winning documentary exploring media trust
and truth, from 3:30-5:10 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3, at the
Mathewson-IGT Knowledge Center, Wells Fargc
Auditorium, 1664 N. Virginia St., Reno. Nc
registration is required.

Documentary screening and panel discussion:
PBS Reno will host a screening of “Fake: Searching fo1
Truth in the Age of Misinformation,” followed by &
panel discussion from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 4.
The event is currently wait-list only.

How to become a News Literate Community
Ambassador: A free public webinar introducing the
News Literate Community Initiative’s ambassado1
training program will be held Thursday, Feb. 5.
Registration is available at nlcwashoe.org.

News literacy tips on KUNR: Throughout News
Literacy Week, KUNR will air short daily tips
developed by the News Literate Community
Initiative, offering listeners practical ways to identify
misinformation.
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